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From Kojiki to Kojiki Monogatari:
Suzuki Miekichi’s Transformation of the Kojiki into a Work of Art

TANAKA Chiaki

Abstract: Suzuki Miekichi’s Kojiki Monogatari (The Tale of Kojiki) was published in the Taisho period,
and even today it is well-known as an easy version of the Kojiki (Records of Ancient Matters) written for
children. Suzuki Miekichi did not translate the Kojiki into modern Japanese, but rather named his work Ko-
Jjiki Monogatari, considering it to be only a retelling. The work was serialized in a magazine, published as a
standalone book, and featured in Shonen bungaku-shu (Collected Works of Juvenile Literature). Miekichi
proofread and revised his work every time it was published. This study examines the process by which

Miekichi transformed the original Kojiki into a work of art, namely, the Kojiki Monogatari.

Key Words: Kojiki Monogatari (The Tale of Kojiki), Suzuki Miekichi
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