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Exploring the Way Guardian Support Works Out
in the Context of Early Childhood Education and Care (2):
Essays on structural grasp of and resolving measures

for the problems lurking behind difficult cases

Atsushi ITO and Akiko ONISHI

Summary: In our last thesis (Ito & Onishi 2022), we focused on so called difficult cases, where child care
professionals provide parents in need of individual consideration with various supports, proposing that
structural approach of figuring out the essence of difficult cases would be needed in order for understanding
the reason why child minders regard them as “difficult”. We could derive, from the analysis of titles
presented at the Japan Society of Research on Early Childhood Care and Education, the combinational
structure, i.e., broken-down patterns, composed of two standpoints (with or without cognition of seriousness
of problems, with or without support provision/aspiration) and two parts (guardian’s side, professional side).
In this thesis, accordingly, we picked up major and difficult cases for child minders to support from the
personal commentaries written by one of us, and tentatively proposed the resolving measure of these cases

by making use of the structural approach as stated above.

Key Words: guardian support provided by childminders, difficult cases, structural (broken-down pattern)

approach, resolving measures
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