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Familiarity, Clarity and Attraction of “Kujiragumo” (by Rieko Nakagawa)

as Teaching Material for Japanese Language Classes at Elementary Schools
TAKAHARA Yoshie

Abstract: “Kujiragumo” by Rieko Nakagawa has been included in Japanese language textbooks (published
by Mitsumura Tosho Publishing Co., Ltd.) used at elementary schools since 1971. The purpose of this paper
is to examine the process of creation of “Kujiragumo” based on Rieko Nakagawa’s descriptions, and to
examine the attractiveness of “Kujiragumo” by analyzing the words, sentences and story. Rieko Nakagawa
was offered a commission for preparation of teaching material for Japanese language classes in the first
grade at elementary schools. Her investigation of the requirements for the first grade resulted in creation of

“Kujiragumo” as a familiar, straightforward and interesting story.
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