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A Study on the Nurturance among Nursing and Social Welfare College Students

Association the Nurturance with Sex and Experiences
of Interacting with Young Children

ASAKA Yoko

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to investigate nurturance among nursing and social welfare college
students as affected by sex and experiences in interacting with young children. The questionnaire was distrib-
uted to college students in Kansai area. The respondents were 179 females and 62 males. Each score on the
subscales of nurturance differed based on sex. As for the “Interest in young children”, and “Confidence in
taking care of young children”, the mean values of female students were significantly higher than those of
male students. The students who had experience in interaction with young children scored high on “Interest
in young children” for both sexes. Further study is needed to understand the development of nurturance re-
garding the following points : 1) identification of the transition of “Confidence in taking care of young chil-
dren” in a longitudinally designed study and 2) characterization the effects of quantity and quality of the ex-

periences in interacting with young children on nurturance.

Key Words : nurturance, young adulthood, experiences of interacting with young children
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