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Most writers—poets in especial—prefer having it understood that
they compose by a species of fine frenzy—an ecstatic intuition and
would positively shudder at letting the public take a peep behind the
scenes, at the elaborate and vacillating crudities of thought...at
the cautious selections and rejections—at the painful erasures and

interpolations. ...
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For my own part, I have neither sympathy with the repugnance-
alluded to, nor, at any time the least difficulty in recalling to mind the:

progressive steps of any of my compositions....
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Poe 735 The Philosophy of Composition DpT

When it mostly closely allies itself to Beauty: the death, then, of
a beautiful woman is, unquestionably, the most poetical topic in the
world—and equally is it beyond doubt that the lips best suited for
such topic are those of a bereaved lover....
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... Ah! vividly is her image before me now, as in the early days of
her light-heartedness and joy! Oh! gorgeous yet fantastic beauty! Oh!

nymph amid the shrubberies of Arnheim! — Oh! Naiad among its

fountains'!
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...Misery is manifold. The wretchedness of earth is multiform.
Overreaching the wide horizon as the rainbow, its hues are as various
as the hues of that arch.... Overreaching the wide horizon as the
rainbow!
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Cf. The Poewms of Edgar Allan Poe, ed. by Stoval (Virginia U. Press 1965)

pp. 146—355.

Cf. Edward Wagenknecht : Edgar Allan Poe (New York, Oxford U. Press

1963) p. 9.

Cf. The Letters of Edgar Allan Poe, edited by John Ward Ostrom (New

York, Gordian Press 1966) p. 160.

Griswold(ed.) : Poets & Poetry of America Prose Writers of American and

Female Poets of America.
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op. cit. His Letter to Griswold (New York, May (?), 1849).

..but, in oneof your editions, you have given my sister’s age instead of

mine. I was born Dec. 1813—my sister Jan. 1811....”

op. cit. @ His letter to Sarah Helen Whitman (New York, December 1848)
® His letter to Maria Clemn (Providence, December 23 ’48)
“ ...We shall be married on Monday, and will be at Fordam on
Tuesday, on the first train.”

op. cit. His letter to Maria Clemn (Richmond, Tuesday Sep. 18 ’49)
¢, ..Elmira has just got home....I think she loves me more devotedly
than any one I ever known....If possible I will get married before I
start....”

op. cit. Edgar Allan Poe, pp. 190—193.





