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A% “The house was built in Elizabeth’s time, and is a
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large, regular, brick building — heavy but respectable
looking, and has many good rooms.” (41) & X %,
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Mrs. Rushworth’s guidance were shewn through a
number of rooms, all lofty, and many large, and am-
ply furnished in the taste of fifty years back, with
shining floors, solid mahogany, rich damask, marble,
gilding and carving, each handsome in its way. (60)
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“This chapel was fitted up as you see it, in James the
Second’s time. . . . It is a handsome chapel, and was
formerly in constant use both morning and evening.
Prayers were always read in it by domestic chaplain,
within the memory of many. But the late Mr. Rush-
worth left it off.” (62)
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About thirty years ago, Miss Maria Ward of Hunt-
ington, with only seven thousand pounds, had the
good luck to captivate Sir Thomas Bertram, of Man-
sifield Park, in the county of Northampton, and to be
thereby raised to the rank of a baronet’s lady, with
all comforts and consequences of an handsome house
and large income. (5)
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Miss Crawford soon felt, that he (=Tom) and his
situation might do. She looked about her with due
consideration, and found almost every thing in his
favour, a park, a real park five miles round, a spa-
cious modern-built house, so well placed and well
screened as to deserve to be in any collection of en-
gravings of gentleman’s seats in the kingdom, and
waiting only to be completely new furnished . . .
(35)
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There is something distinctly “modern-built”, nouveau

and West Indian about Sir Thomas and his social

standing, a point worth making since some commen-
tators wholly misplace Sir Thomas, writing about
him as a member of the old and established landed
gentry who bears an ancient title. (497)
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Sir Thomas, however, was truly happy in the pros-
pect of an alliance so unquestionably advantageous,
and of which he heard nothing but the perfectly good
and agreeable. It was a connection exactly of the
right sort ; in the same country, and the same inter-
est; and his most hearty concurrence was conveyed
as soon as possible. (30)
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“(Sir Thomas). . . happy to secure a marriage which
would bring him such an addition of respectability

and influence, and very happy to think any thing of
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his daughter’s disposition that was most favourable
for the purpose.” (138)
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