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The real circumstances of this pathetic piece of fam-
ily history were, that the Musgroves had had the ill
fortune of a very troublesome, hopeless son ; and the
good fortune to lose him before he reached his twen-
tieth year ; that he had been sent to sea, because he
was stupid and unmanageable on shore ; that he had
been very little cared for at any time by his family,
though quite as much as he deserved ; seldom heard
of, and scarcely at all regretted, when the intelligence
of his death abroad had worked its way to Upper-
cross, two years before. (P 34)
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“Poor dear fellow!” continued Mrs. Musgrove ; “he
was grown so steady, and such an excellent corre-
spondent, while he was under your care! Ah! it
would have been a happy thing, if he had never left
you. I assure you, Captain Wentworth, we are very
sorry he ever left you.” (45)
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That he (=surgeon) did not regard it as a desperate
case — that he did not say a few hours must end it
— was at first felt, beyond the hope of most ; and
the ecstasy of such a reprieve, the rejoicing, deep
and silent, after a few fervent ejaculations of grati-
tude to Heaven had been offered, may be conceived.
(76)
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There was a momentary expression in Captain
Wentworth’s face at this speech, a certain glance of
his bright eye, and curl of his handsome mouth,
which convinced Anne, that instead of sharing in
Mrs. Musgrove’s kind wishes, as to her son, he had
probably been at some pains to get rid of him ; but
it was too transient an indulgence of self-amusement
to be detected by any who understood him less than
herself ; ... (45)
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Personal size and mental sorrow have certainly no
necessary proportions. A large bulky figure has as
good as a right to be in deep affliction, as the most
graceful set of limbs in the world. But, fair or not
fair, there are unbecoming conjunctions, which rea-
son will patronize in vain, — which taste cannot tol-
erable, — which ridicule will seize. (46)
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