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Characteristics of Care Viewed from a Medical Standpoint and
the Comprehensive Development of Community Care Based on the Broad Concept of Care

MATSUURA Takamaro

Abstract © A fundamental problem in “community care” is that the concept of “care” has not yet been
established among health, medical, and welfare professionals and the general public. There is a huge gap
between general theories of care proposed. by scholars and specific theories that are required for care
practice. Moreover, most people involved in care practice still do not recognize the necessity of incor-
porating the broad concept of care into care techniques.

In order to achieve effective collaboration among health, medical, and welfare workers, it is essential to
recognize the primary concept of care: “mutual assistance or support to help people live life to the ful
lest”, and understand that care is a comprehensive issue closely associated with life. It is important to
be able to share the concept of care in the broad sense to provide quality care in communities.

Otherwise, any theories of care techniques or cooperation will be nothing but unsupported claims.

Key words: care, concept, community care, collaboration
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