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Condition of Community Watch Network Activities

for Elderly Residents in Urban and Rural Areas

Seiko MASUDA, Yukiko KANAYA, Miki OOI and Chieko TSUMURA

Abstract : By examining watch network activities for elderly people and understanding the actual condition
in urban and rural areas, we created a paper questionnaire and received responses from 335 welfare commis-
sioners and household visitation volunteers about future watch network activities. The urban area survey was
conducted in City A (hereafter, Group A) in Hyogo Prefecture, Town O and Village G in Kochi Prefecture,
and City K in Fukui Prefecture (hereafter, Group B). The results showed that watch network group members
of both groups are proud of their residential areas and conduct watch activities based on the connections be-
tween people in their community, making it easier to build trusting relationships. In Group A, the rate of
people who have watch criteria and could respond to early morning issues was high, but the contents of their
watch activities were not balanced. Therefore, it is necessary to activate watch network activities with the co-
operation of existing organizations. On the other hand, respondents from Group B didn’t have any watch cri-
teria or watch network, but conducted a wide variety of watch activities based on the community’s close re-
lationships. In the future, people from this group need to clarify their roles to reduce their watch activity bur-

den.

Key Words : Regional characteristics, elderly people, community, under watch, network
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