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“Tongquetai” : a Lady on a Tower

Koichi Morita

Abstract : “A lady on a tower” is one of the most popular motifs of poetry in the time of the Six Dynasties.
Depicting ladies trying to get a view of their men from afar, the poets express the pain of separation. And in
such poetry, the ladies gazing into the distance simply represent a longing for their men to try and look back at
them also.

“Tongquetai” was a viewing platform built by Zao Cao. When he faced death, he ordered his chorus and
dancing—girls to continue to sing and dance for him after his death. Lu Ji, who held Zao Cao in respect, was
frankly disappointed at his last wish, and could not understand his desire to rise from the dead and look back at
his chorus and dancing-girls singing and dancing for him. Mainstream poetry sung by poets from Lu Ji on-
wards consists of works which represent the Tongquetai girls as leading a fruitless existence. But Yu Xin, in
the Liang Dynasty, whose people later suffered ruin and came into the bondage of separation, began to describe

the Tongquetai girls as also being in bondage to the pain of separation, just as Zao Cao had wished them to be.
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