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The Usage of Sentence Endings in tari and ri in the Tale of Genji

— On the Relationship between the Frequency of Use of Kakarimusubi
and the Difference of Styles ——

Takamasa Nishida

Abstract : Tari and ri, which are auxiliary verbs of the tense aspect system, are examined as they appear in
the Tale of Genji in relation to the usage of sentence endings, while comparing them with ki, tsu and nu. It
is consequently shown that the tendency is to use rari and ri in a similar way to the use of tsu and nu,
which have few examples of coincidence with kakari—joshi in narrative sentences and whose examples of
coincidence with kakari—joshi namu increase in conversational sentences. The tendency of their use is
clearly different from keri, which has many examples of coincidence with kakari—joshi in both narrative
sentences and conversation. Therefore, it is thought that tari, ri, tsu and nu have a different function from

keri in the deployment of the text of a tale.
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