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Images of the Library, 3

—— How Have Japanese Woman Mystery Writers Depicted Libraries?
The Case of KANO Tomoko and WAKATAKE Nanami

Takehiko Sato

Abstract : These papers consider how libraries and librarians are depicted in the works of Japanese woman
mystery writers. This time KANO Tomoko and WAKATAKE Nanami are made the targets of analysis. Li-
braries of various kinds and purposes are described in a number of their works. Many librarians are shown as
not having an attractive existence. As a result, the reader is not shown a favourable image of library staff.
The level at which the library is recognized in society is depicted as low, and it cannot be said that it cor-
responds to the degree of specialization actually required of library staff in Japan. Yet the understanding of
the people who use library facilities and the way the life of the library is shown do show some degree of

depth. One side of the library image becomes clearer when we examine these mystery stories.
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