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Sound and Social Relations

Takashi Harada and Shingo Teraoka

Abstract : This article studies the relationship between Japanese people and sounds in modern society.

As a result of industrialization and urbanization, artificial sounds have proliferated in everyday life. The

ability to reproduce sounds by technology has increased, and both in cities and country villages innumerable

loudspeakers continually broadcast announcements and background music. Broadcasting facilities, radios and

television have been introduced into schools and homes and the habit of listening to sounds from a loud-

speaker has become firmly implanted in people. As a result of economic growth and urbanization, the noise

problem has increased rapidly. However, as a result of this, ways of thinking and new technology have de-

veloped to try and control the sound environment, since our lives and actions have come to be dominated by

an environment composed of artificial sounds.
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