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Termination of the Sentence in Wabun of the Heian Period

——Using The Tale of Genji as A Point of Reference——
NISHIDA Takamasa

Abstract : Komatsu Hideo assumes that the Japanese literature of the Heian Period uses a text of “connec-
tion syntax” in which punctuation does not exist as a stylistic element, because it is unnecessary and therefore
does not receive expression. However, that punctuation does not appear to exist does not mean that its func-
tion is ignored. Moreover, although a sentence does not exhibit the forms of punctuation like the modern lan-
guage, not only the predicative form of declinable words etc. but also other syntactic elements perform the
function of punctuation. It can be thought that it was a syntactic feature of Japanese to have the ability to

maintain syntactic flexibility by using grammatical agreement instead of punctuation marks to show whether

a sentence terminates or continues.
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