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Japanese Kanjion : The Case of the Japanese and English Languages

LUE Limin

Abstract : Japanese kanjion constitute one sort of Chinese pronunciation system adopted in Japan for read-

ing the Chinese classics and other works. Since the pronunciation of Chinese has changed in the course of

history, Japanese kanjion give rise to several styles of reading from the same Chinese characters.

The purpose of this paper is to analyse the first edition of the Manual of the Japanese and English Lan-

guages from the fourth year of Meiji. This was a text for elementary English education in the Japanese

Meiji Era. These different pronunciations for reading the same Chinese characters, as mentioned above, have

been discovered from the text of the first edition by research into this period.
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