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On Peter Camenzind : Where Peter’s Wandering Begins

ISO Koji

Abstract : Hermann Hesse’s ‘Bildungsroman’ Peter Kamenzind is characterized by wandering. As far as the

hero’s childhood and his hometown Nimikon, from which he departs, are concerned, this novel does not al-

ways trace directly Hesse’s own experiences. The rural scene of Nimikon surrounded by Alpine nature, how-

ever, reflects German farm villages which saw a wave of industrialization around the turn of the century, and

the description of Peter hides the dilemmas the author lived out. The conflict between Peter and his parents

tells us about various aspects of Hesse’s own adolescent crisis.
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