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Teaching Practicum toward the Self-directed Japanese Language Teacher

——A First Step towards the Development of Self-development Ability

MATSUZAKI Chikako

Abstract : The aim of teacher training is to help the trainee teachers to develop and improve their teaching
practice by themselves.

In this paper, the difference in teaching between a professional Japanese language teacher and a student
teacher teaching Japanese for the first time is discussed. A most important difference between the two is that
the professional teacher pays much attention to the learners’ response and the relations between teacher and
learners.

Student teachers did not pay very much attention to the learners during the practice ; however, through the
process of looking back over their practice and evaluating it, they found that consideration for the learners
was very important. It follows from what has been said that through the experience of practice and evalu-
ation student teachers build up the basis of the self-development ability which is necessary for the self-

directed teacher.
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