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Images of the Library, 5

How Have Japanese Writers Depicted Libraries?

Analysis of Essays Carried by the Magazine Library School

SATO Takehiko

Abstract : This paper examines how libraries are seen by writers at this time when the relation between
writers and libraries has been called in question by such events as the introduction of public lending rights.
There are some who ask for the revival of a dignified concept of the library. However, some of those who
express this view do not in fact use libraries,or on the contrary they make too great demands on libraries.
Such people cannot be satisfied with the reality of libraries. The view of those who understand the actual li-
brary situation is also examined, and an appropriate response from literary persons concerned is called for so

that this understanding may spread to all in the literary world.
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