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The Development of Osaka Painting Circles and the Kano School :

Looking at Mori Susen and his Monochrome Horse Paintings

KIMURA Shigekazu

Abstract :  Painting circles in Osaka were formed gradually in the early 18th century. They were developed
by Tachibana Morikuni, Ooka Shunboku and Yoshimura Shuuzan, etc., who studied under the Kano school.
Their teacher was Tsurusawa Tanzan, who studied under Kano Tan’yu in Edo and became active in Kyoto.
Some painters who had been well trained under Tanzan brought up their pupils in Osaka and introduced a wide
development into the schools of Tachibana, Ooka, Yoshimura and Mori. On the other hand, following the ex-
ample of Sesshuu, Mori Sosen produced monochrome horses in ink, in his case on screens.

In this paper, I examine the development of these schools in Osaka and the characteristic subjects of their

paintings.





