THAEEREBR W2kl Ao T
—HEYEEAE R L T—

[T &S I -

Double Negation “Nukotonashi”

Using The Tale of Genji as a Point of Reference

NISHIDA Takamasa

Abstract : The double negation “Nukotonashi” in The Tale of Genji has a limited range of use It is funda-
mentally restricted to the verb for which it is employed in conjunction with a negative auxiliary verb. The
verbs are restricted to those which show the meaning of ‘a satisfactory evaluation’ (“Aku”) and ‘careful con-
sideration’ (““Oboshiitaru”). So it is appropriate to suppose that it has not become common to define “Nuko-
tonashi” in The Tale of Genji as showing a double negation. “Nukotonashi” may be considered as a pre-
stage of the double negative, compared with “Naikotowanai” in modern Japanese, which is listed in the dic-

tionary.
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