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Aizuchi (‘conversation smoothers’) Used in Discussions:

Differences between Native Japanese and Korean-Speaking Learners

MATSUZAKI Chikako

Abstract : In this paper, I investigate two kinds of concordant aizuchi (‘conversation smoothers’), as I ex-
amine the differences between native speakers of Japanese and Korean learners of Japanese in the frequency
of use of these two kinds of aizuchi in discussions. The results can be summarized as follows:

(1) Native Japanese listeners use concordant aizuchi to show agreement with facts and examples given by
the speaker to support the speaker’s opinion even when the listener disagrees with the content of the
opinion itself. This kind of listener’s behavior helps create a comfortable environment in which the
speaker can state her/his opinion.

(2) In contrast, Korean learners of Japanese use concordant aizuchi more when the speaker gives facts and
examples that support the listener’s opinion to confirm the validity of his/her opinion.

The above differences in the decision mechanisms for the use of aizuchi can cause some trouble in com-

munication between native Japanese and Korean speaking learners.
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