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Kara and Cong: In the Case of Personal Nouns as a Source

From the Viewpoint of Transitivity

WANG Yiqun

Abstract : In this paper, I divide verbs co-occurring with personal nouns as a source into four types (type
A-type D) according to their different transitivity, and contrast Japanese kara structure and its Chinese coun-
terpart cong structure for each type of the verbs. Furthermore, I contrast the two structures for passive struc-
tures and a part of the intransitive structures that are connected with the type D verbs.

In Japanese, the kara structure distributes from the type A verbs with the highest transitivity to intransitive
verbs. But in Chinese, the cong structure becomes less acceptable with the decrease of transitivity. That is,
the lower the agentivity of the recipient, the less acceptable the cong structure. When the action from the re-
cipient is weak, the cong structure is acceptable in three cases: when the individuation of the object is high,
or either the agency or the volitionality of the recipient is strong. But obviously in these cases, transitivity

becomes high, due to the parameters of individuation, agency and volitionality respectively.
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