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On the Three Films of Zhang Yimou Known as

“The Trilogy of Happiness™ in Japan

MORITA Koichi

Abstract : From 1998 to 2000, the famous Chinese director Zhang Yimou made three films, Nor One Less,

The Road Home and Happy Times. In an interview, the director himself once said that he considered these

films a trilogy, because they are all about ordinary people. But he never called them “The Trilogy of Happi-

ness”, while here in Japan, people often group them under this title. By using this title, a Japanese audience

will be misled by the word “happiness” and find it hard to recognize the intention of the director — which is

mainly to focus on the problems of education in present-day China.
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From 1998 to the year 2000, I made three films,
Not One Less, The Road Home, and Happy Times. 1
consider these three films a trilogy because they are
all about commoners, little people.
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Not One Less is like a documentary. The Road
Home is like a poetic essay while Happy Times is a
comedy.
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