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Zariki-form, Zaritsu-form, Zarikeri-form in The Tale of Genji

—Tense- Aspect in Negative Expression

NISHIDA Takamasa

Abstract : It is generally known to us that the classical Japanese language had more various word forms
which condition the Tense-Aspect than the modern one. That is limited, however, to the affirmative expres-
sions, and when looking into The Tale of Genji there are only three examples of Tense-Aspect in the nega-
tive situation, i.e. Zariki-form, Zaritsu-form and Zarikeri-form. In this paper it is examined how these forms
are properly chosen. As the result, it has become clear that Zariki-form shows a negative situation at a time
of the past, Zaritsu shows the ending of a negative situation which has continued from the past and Zarikeri
the reconfirmation, with deep emotion, of the past negative situation. Moreover, Zatrikeri can show a nega-
tive situation continuing at present, as well as the possibility of a negative situation that will continue from
now on. Also, Zarikeri, while it is based upon the emotional feeling, can be said to have a role to show

those Aspectual meanings which cannot be shown by neither Zariki nor Zaritsu.
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