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Japanese-American Case Study observed

in the Open love affair Novel of a Woman Librarian :
The Cases of The wood where a scorpion is and Open Season

——TImage of the Library (8) ——
SATO Takehiko

Abstract : In this paper the two novels, the one is Japanese and the other American : The Wood where a
Scorpion Is and Open Season are taken up. Each of them is about a woman librarian’s growth through her
experience in a love affair. Analyzing them, I try to make clear the differences of the way each woman is
described and of the situations in the background of them. Both novels deal with a woman in her 30s work-
ing at a library, but their consciousnesses of love affair and reactions to the changes of the circumstances
caused by their experiences are quite different : in the Japanese case the heroine is passive and heterono-

mous, and in the other heroine is active and autonomous.
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