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Present Conditions of Community Watch Network Activities in City

A with the Central Role Played by Local Residents

——A Comparison of Different Areas

Seiko MATSUDA, Miki OI, Takako KAWAI, Kimika USUI and Chiecko TSUMURA

Abstract : While the rate of households with either single or multiple elderly residents continues to increase
along with the aging population, and the birthrate continues to decline, the solitary deaths of the elderly has
become an issue. For this study, we asked 489 members of community watch networks, including welfare
commissioners and household visitation volunteers in 3 ordinance-designated cities (Group A : City A in
Hyogo Prefecture, and Group B : City O and City S in Osaka Prefecture) to fill out paper questionnaires.
One result was that participants from Group A, which has community watch professionals, have a higher rate
of community watch members who think they can prevent solitary elderly people’s death through their activi-
ties. This is indicative that visiting houses and conducting activities in cooperation with neighboring residents

can reduce, if not prevent, solitary death.

Key Words : Single elderly people, under watch, network
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