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The Experience of World War II and Thought in the Postwar Days

—mainly on Hashikawa Bunso

HIRANO Yukikazu

Abstract : In this paper, I take up Hashikawa Bunso’s work from the latter half of 1950’s to 60’s, and exam-
ine the position that it occupied in the thought after the Pacific war. His originality was in the point to have
made remarks on the experience of the war as well as to have developed the discussion about nationalism. His
discussion about nationalism was a politics analysis and the self-analysis through the essay.

First, I inspect the influence that the discussion about the experience of the war exercised on the discus-
sion, in the postwar days, about the responsibility for the war, making reference mainly to Maruyama Masao
and Takeuchi Yoshimi. Secondly, I take up Hashikawa’s discussion about the experience of the war and his
criticism on the Japan Romantic School. Thirdly, I examine the originality of his discussion about “Showa era

ultranationalism”.



