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‘The Attributive Expression’

A Comparative Study of Japanese Tsundere Expressions and Role Language
NISHIDA Takamasa

Abstract : Recent studies indicate the differences between Tsundere expressions and Role Language which
is generally known as Yakuwari-go. Although both of these two speech styles represent the speaker’s per-
sona, they are different in application that Tsundere is irrelevant to the speaker’s societal position.

For example, some subcategories of Yakuwari-go, such as hakase-go ‘doctor’s speech’ and ojosama-go
‘young ladies” speech’, stand for the languages used by particular social classes. In contrast, speech styles
such as Tsundere and Bokkuko manifest the individual speaker’s personality.

Focusing on these differences, the current paper proposes to refer to the linguistic expressions of an indi-
vidual speaker’s personality as “Attribute Expressions” though they share the same basis with Role Lan-
guage. T argue that Attribute Expressions are in the process leading to Role Language. The speech used in
Maid Cafés, for instance, utilizes Attribute Expressions that are in the process of changing into Role Lan-

guage.
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