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About a Cline of Grammaticalization of [te]-form Auxiliary Verb
LEE Jung-og

Abstract : In this article it is considered that Japanese [te]-form auxiliary verb structure is in the process of
grammaticalization from a main verb to an auxiliary verb. Based on this consideration this article discusses
the morphological and syntactic characters of [te]-form auxiliary verb structure.

These [te]-form verb structure has characters such as impossibility of separation between main verb and
auxiliary verb, dependency, nucleus dominance and grammatical meaning etc. However these characters can-
not be seen in all the [te]-form auxiliary verb structure. All these characters are not seen in the process of the
grammaticalization and this brings the consideration that this [te]-form auxiliary verb structure is in the
process of grammaticalization and that there can be a cline in the process of this grammaticalization. Apart
from that some Japanese dative verbs and Korean PATTA verbs are given as a bases of the argument in this
article.

Centering on these points a cline of the [te]-form auxiliary verb structure is discussed in this article.
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