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Study of the “Baseball Canker Controversy (1911)”

— from the perspective of competition between newspapers ——

TAMAKI Michio

Abstract : This paper presents a study of the “Baseball Canker Controversy” of 1911. This was the first con-

troversy concerning student baseball in Japan and was taken up at length by 17 Tokyo-based newspapers.

Newspapers at the time, the end of Meiji era, consisted of 4 or 6 pages and contained political, financial, so-

cial and literary columns : independent sports columns did not exist at the time and sports news was inserted

into social columns. Their intensive treatment of the controversy was therefore very unusual and, further-

more, had a great bearing on each newspaper’s circulation.
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