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A Story of Water :

Ordinary Lives in Extraordinary Situations in Nishinomiya, 1995 (7)

Takashi Harada

Abstract : This is part of a study on the social situations after the Great Hanshin—Awaji Earthquake in

1995. This paper focuses on the activity of a food company which has a well of mineral water in Kobe.

The “life-lines” in the affected area were devastated. The company immediately distributed large amounts

of PET—bottled mineral water for free in the affected area. So for a while the company could not sell the

mineral water across Japan. At first the water was for drinking, but after two weeks the staff of the company

who entered the area noticed that the suffering people needed a supply of water for other aspects of their

daily life : for bathing and washing clothes and so on. So the company packed the water into plastic bottles

and supplied some taps for water supply from the well. About 50,000 bottles were supplied and 800 to 1200

people used the equipment daily.

In this period the mineral water was both for sale and supplied free at the same time.
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