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The Relationship of Hostility and Anger to Verbal Responses

in Frustration Situations

HATA Kazuhiko

Abstract :

This study examines the relationship of hostile attribution and emotional anger to verbal re-

sponses in frustration situations. Fifty-five female undergraduates were administered the P-F Study Adoles-

cent Form. Then the participants rated each P-F item according to how the frustrater was hostile and how the

frustratee was angered. Results showed that items varied significantly in the amount of hostility portrayed.

On the basis of these ratings, items were categorized as depicting hostile intent, nonhostile intent, or

ambiguous intent. Correlations between scores of hostility and anger were low. Many of the scoring factors

of the P-F Study correlated highly with anger scores, but not with hostility scores. Anger scores were high

on Extraggression and low on Intraggression among the P-F categories. Three types of P-F items according

to the level of hostility did not differ in the effects of hostility and anger on verbal responses.
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