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Possibility of Earlier Support for Children with LD and/or AD/HD :

Comprehensive Assessment of their Cognitive Development

and Long-term Intervention

GOTO, Yoko

Abstract : Children especially with LD and/or AD/HD, need help adapting to school life, and the earlier the

intervention is, the better the result. I examined cognitive features of six children with LD and/or AD/HD.

Assessments were conducted with the Form K Development Test and the WISC, and by information from

their teachers and parents about their academic performance and social behavior at school. All of the six chil-

dren had characteristic cognitive features from infancy, especially memory problems : narrow working mem-

ory span, slow memory processing and short retention. The result showed that early intervention based on

early assessment of cognitive development enabled long-term support. Children could be taught and disci-

plined efficiently notwithstanding their problems. For example, a child with narrow working memory came

to achieve better acquisition and understanding of knowledge, when given instructions of short sentences in

succession.

Key Words : children with LD and/or AD/HD, cognitive features, earlier intervention
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