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The Popularization and Present Status of Assistance Dogs

for Disabled Persons in Japan

KANZAWA Nobuyuki

Abstract : The “Assistance Dogs for Disabled Persons Act” was implemented on May 29, 2002, and since
then assistance dogs have been allowed to enter public buildings, such as restaurants and department stores.
Each prefecture has established its own support service to address concerns regarding assistance dogs. In ad-
dition, it is now required for companies with more than 56 full-time employees to allow employees to work
with assistance dogs. However, it does not require allowance of assistance dogs in “no-pets allowed” hous-
ing. Title I of this Act includes 1) promotion of utilization/ placement of assistance dogs and improvement of
community accessibility, and 2) assistance for independence and social participation for disabled persons and
assistance dogs. This Act enables more disabled persons to actively participate in their communities.
According to The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, there are 49 service dogs, 1045 guide dogs, and
19 hearing dogs in Japan. There are approximately 15,000 individuals waiting to receive service dogs though
only several service dogs are utilized every year. It is necessary for handlers, dog trainers, and health care
professionals to advocate the needs of service dogs in order to improve community awareness and utilization/

placement of service dogs.
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