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A Historical Study of the Patterns of Adaptation of Overseas Chinese

in Malaysia and Indonesia

GODA Miho

Abstract :

This historical and socio-cultural study investigates the complicated relationship between overseas

Chinese and the natives in South-East Asia, using Chinese minorities (such as Kapitan in Malaysia, Chukong

in Indonesia and pure-blooded Chinese in Indonesia) and mixed-blooded communities (such as in Peranakan

in Malaysia and Indonesia) as examples to show different patterns of national and cultural adaptation and ac-

culturation. From documents, we can see that the Chinese minority culture and society have developed in ac-

cordance with changes within Malaysia and Indonesia and the outside world. Due to interactions with other

groups, either inside or outside Malaysia and Indonesia, the Chinese minority, which has its special charac-

teristics, has undergone specific changes.
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