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Cognitive Features of Secondary Students with Physical Difficulties :

Analysis of Profiles from the Wechsler Intelligence Scale

GOTO Yoko

Abstract : The cognitive features of secondary students who have physical difficulties were investigated in
this study by examining records of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale. Scores (of 909 first year students of sen-
ior high school whose difficulties were due mainly to cerebral palsy) from subscales of WAIS and WISC-R
were analyzed and profiles were constructed. The results show that there are discrepancies between the pro-
files of WAIS and the profiles of WISC-R. They could be explained by the difference in degree and types of
difficulties among the samples as the tests using WISC-R were conducted more recently than the tests using
WALIS. This reflects the fact that students in special schools have had more severe and complex difficulties in
recent years. Assuming that the results of WAIS reflect the cognitive features of those with only physical
difficulties, it can be concluded that even though the students with physical difficulties could perform verbal
subtests and performance subtests equally, more detailed analysis revealed that they were weak in doing tasks
which require abilities of perceptual organization and processing speed, but were capable of doing tasks

which require comprehension and freedom from distractibility.
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