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The Acceptance of Reproductive Technology and Elements

In Constructing the “Modern Family”

KADONO Rieko

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to explore the way in which artificial reproductive technology
(ART) has been accepted from the perspective of the “modern family” norm. It is no longer effective to
measure the degree of acceptance of ART according to the distance from “natural reproduction”. In some
surveys, the acceptance of ART is based on “familyhood”. In this paper, seven elements were drawn from
the characteristics of the “modern family”, and the degree of acceptance of ART was examined from its suf-
ficiency with regard to these elements. The point of this acceptance lies in the difference between married
couples and non-married couples.

Two points have emerged as a result of this research. One is that the use of ART does not fundamentally
conflict with the norm or idea of a husband-and-wife relationship. The other is that there is a conspicuous
difference in the degree of acceptance of ART between married couples and non-married couples. In the lat-
ter case, this difference has already been pointed out. However, substitute pregnancy and other kinds of ART
for non-married couples are fundamentally of the same type, from the perspective of the elements of the
“modern family”. From this point of view, every ART forms the subtype of the “modern family”.

Furthermore, from the mutual relation between elements, it is suggested that an infertile husband and wife
probably accept the use of ART, since they believe that the “tie of blood” guarantees “bonds between parents
and children by love”. This is because the love norm requires the basis of a love relationship between parent
and child to be “being a family” and the basis of “being a family” is attributed to the “real child principle”

inherited from the Meiji Civil Code.
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