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Reinforcing National Identity among Philippine Maids
Through Leisure Activities in Hong Kong

GODA Miho

Abstract : Philippine maids have been working in Hong Kong since the 1970s.

Hong Kong offers one of the highest wages for domestic helpers in the Asia-Pacific region, and thus many
Filipinas come to work in Hong Kong.

Nowadays, there are 142,500 Filipinas working in Hong Kong as domestic helpers. On Sundays and pub-
lic holidays, they do not have to work, and can participate in various social and religious activities. This
study examines how Philippine maids in Hong Kong build their social network and reinforce their national

and cultural identities through their leisure activities.
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ZEEH
E1E MENLREER (HEH 65 50)

Q.1
How do they spare their holiday?
Along
0%

JAlong B 1
3 With others

With others
100%

Q.2
Who organize their holiday gatherings?

Church Friends
37 ‘?f{)//~, —_55%

O Friends
3 Labour Union
O Church
Labour Union
8%
Q.3
The nature of the activities
For religion olsh;rs For entertainment
35% o 22%

O For religion
others

O For entertainment
B Communicate with friends

Communicate with friends
380/0

BREDEDY A

Q. 4
How do they miss their homeland?
60
mg=ed
2 50 48—
2
£
é 40 I
[=9
=
= 30 —
o
c 20 =
o
€
310 10 .
1 0 2 1
0 — T — — | L
1 2 3 4 5 6

Level they miss their immclaand (6 is the highest level)

Q.5

How do they contact their relatives
in homeland during holidays?

Via internet
1%

Letters
15%

@ Letters
[0 Via internet

OBy long distance call

By long distance call
84%
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Q.6
Frequency they contact their realtives per month
2or below
9 or above 15%
25% 7
0 2or below
B35
6--8 06--8
15% 9 or above
3-5
45%

Q.7
Awarness of the news and information in HK

can't get the news
and information
5%

and information
A can't get the news
and information
o e
awareness of the news

and information

95%
Q.8
Do they send money or other things to their homeland?
No
3%
OYes
No
Yes
97%
Q.9
How often would they go back to their homeland?
3 years 4 years or above
2% 0%
31 year or below
2 years 2 years
62% 03 years
4 years or above
1 year or below
36%
{RBICH U 3 REGES
Q. 10
Are they Christian?
No
5%
N—
Yes
95%

Q. 11

Did they regularly go to ecclesiolatry on every Sunday
in the Philippines?

No
23%

OYes
@ No

Yes
77%

[ awareness of the news

Q. 12
Do they maintian go to ecclesiolatry on every Sunday in HK
No
23%

Yes
77%
Q.13
Did they participate in church activities in the Philippines?
No
17%

Q. 14

Do they participate in church activities as frequently
and devotedly as you were in the Philippines?

No
29%

Q. 15

Did the aims, nature or meaning of Sunday religious
activities alter as compared with the religious activities
in the Philippines?

Q. 16
If yes, what is the possible difference?
More Unified '
More communicative 18%

6%

O More religious

B More entertaining
[JMore communicative
More Unified

More entertaining

0 More religious
8% 68%
Q. 17
) Degree of the difference
<
£100
% o¥
2 18
g 0 13
E 10
[=Y)
kS
2
E 0 ! 1 0 1 ) L
z 1 2 3 4 5

The degree of difference (5 is the highest level)
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Q.18

Is the food they eat in holiday different from that they
eat in working day?

No

Q. 19
What cuisine do they usually eat in holiday?

Western food Fast food ~Others

3%

O Filipino food
B Chinese food
O Western food
@ Fast food

M Others

Chinese food
1%

Filipino food
85%

Q.20
What kind of Filipino food do they eat in holiday?

Filipino food olh;rs Hometown flavor food
in restaurants 4% 12%

12%

Carry-out Filipino
food from restaurants
18%

Common Filipino food Self-made Philippine food
14% 40%
C Hometown flavor food
M Self-made Philippine food
J Common Filipino food
& Carry-out Filipino food from restaurants
W Filipino food in restaurants
B others

Q.21

Do they eat individually or accompany
with others in holiday?
Individual
2%

O Individual

@ Accompany
with others

Accompany with others

98%
Q.22
Whom do they eat with?
Others
HK friends 9%

'3%
—

Old friends from Filipino friends
he Philippine met in HK
29% 49%

O Filipino friends met in HK

B Old friends from he Philippine
O HK friends

@ Others

NFFaE (2006 423 1)

F28R: [FATOFBREY 5 ELT] ORERR
(E&% ;29 26)

Q.1
How do they spare their holiday?
Along
0%

With others

100%
Q.2
Who organize their holiday gatherings?
Chu(n)'ch Friends
38% 49%
O Friends
@ Labour Union
O Church
Labour Union
13%
Q.3
The nature of the activities
thers N
For religion o (Sf‘ For enlerld]mmcnl
0 3% 13%
46%

O For entertainment

B Communicate with friends
O For religion

B others

Communicate with friends
38%

B EDREHYE

Q. 4
How do they miss their homeland?

20 197

18— O 5 P -
Z 16 -
=
-z 14 — —
£ 12 ||
=
= 10 — 1
= N - 8
kS 1
2o —
- — — M
z

2 1 1 — |

ol 0 . 0 .

1 2 3 4 5 6
Level they miss their homelaand (6 is the highest level)
Q.5

How do they contact their relatives
in homeland during holidays?
Letters /Viu internet

13% 1%

O By long distance call
£ Letters
[J Via internet

—_—
By long distance call
87%
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Q.6
Frequency they contact their realtives per month
2or below
9 or above 8%

0 2or below
B 3--5
06--8
9 or above

Q.7

Awarness of the news and information in HK

can't get the news
and information

[Jawareness of the news
and information

can't get the news
and information

awareness of the news
and information

93%
Q.8
Do they send money or other things to their homeland?
No
3%
Yes
97%
Q.9

How often would they go back to their homeland?
1 year or below

14%
1 year or below
2 years B 2 years
86% 03 years
E3 4 years or above
[RBICH I 3 REEH
Q. 10
Are they Christian?
No
3%
OYes
& No
Yes
97%

Q. 11

Did they regularly go to ecclesiolatry on every Sunday
in the Philippines?

No
10%

Q. 12
Do they maintian go to ecclesiolatry on every Sunday in HK

No
10%
i

Q. 13
Did they participate in church activities in the Philippines?

No
17%

N

Q. 14

Do they participate in church activities as frequently
and devotedly as you were in the Philippines?

No
21%

Q.15

Did the aims, nature or meaning of Sunday religious
activities alter as compared with the religious activities
in the Philippines?

No
21%

OYes
B No

Yes
79%

Q. 16

If yes, what is the possible difference?
More Unified

More communicative

O More religious

B More entertaining

[ More communicative
B More Unified

More entertaining

More religious

5% 63%
Q. 17
) Degree of the difference
g 10 8
- O 85 6 6
=
£
E
[=Y)
T
=]
-é 0 I 1 0 L 1 1
3
z 1 2 3 4 5

The degree of difference (5 is the highest level)
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Q.18

Is the food they eat in holiday different from that they
eat in working day?

No
28%

Yes
72%

What cuisine do they usually eat in holiday?
Fast food ~Others

O Filipino food

. N [
Chinese food @ Chinese food

3% O Western food
[ Fast food
M Others
Filipino food
85%
Q. 20

What kind of Filipino food do they eat in holiday?

Filipino food others  hymetown flavor food
in restaurants 6% 99,

13%

Carry-out Filipino
food from restaurants
6%

Common Filipino food Self-made Philippine food
28% 38%

OHometown flavor food

B Self-made Philippine food

O Common Filipino food

@ Carry-out Filipino food from restaurants
B Filipino food in restaurants

3 others

Q.21
Do they eat individually or accompany
with others in holiday?

Individual
30/()

O Individual
3 Accompany
with others

Accompany with others
97%

Q. 22
Whom do they eat with?
Others
HK friends 6%
13% _—
Filipino friends
met in HK
50%

Old friends trom
he Philippine
31%

O Filipino friends met in HK

@ Old friends from he Philippine
O HK friends

@ Others

N EFEHE (2006 43 H)

EIE FETOFHERY 6~10F (BEH : 16)

FIREE

Q.

Q.

Q.

1
How do they spare their holiday?
Along

0%

O Along
3 With others

With others
100%

Y
<

Who organize their holiday gatherings?

Cr;(f/g‘h Friends
TR 58%

—

[J Friends
Labour Union

O Church

Labour Union
0%

3
The nature of the activities
5 . others
For religion o,
23%

For entertainment
32%

O For entertainment

B Communicate with friends
[ For religion

[ others

Communicate with friends
45%

BREDEHY A

Q.

Q.

4
How do they miss their homeland?

P O Series 1 —;‘_
E

0k L
£

£ 8 ]
E

£ 6 : —
2 4 —
£

> 2

z 2 i i i -

() () 1 () 1 i [_\ 1 1

1 2 3 4 5 6
Level they miss their homelaand (6 is the highest level)

5

How do they contact their relatives
in homeland during holidays?
Letters _~Viainternet
16% 0%

O By long distance call
£ Letters
O Via internet

By long distance call
84%
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Q.6
Frequency they contact their realtives per month
2or below
9 or above 14%
\\ O 2or below
B35
06--8
9 or above
Q.7

Awarness of the news and information in HK

can't get the news
and information

[Jawareness of the news
and information

@ can't get the news
and information

awareness of the news
and information

94%
Q.8
Do they send money or other things to their homeland?

No

0%

Yes

100%
Q.9

How often would they go back to their homeland?

1 year or below

44%
01 year or below
2 years 2 years
56% 3 years
(3 4 years or above
[kEIC 5\ 3 REES)
Q. 10
Are they Christian?
No
13%

Did they regularly go to ecclesiolatry on every Sunday
in the Philippines?

Q. 12
Do they maintian go to ecclesiolatry on every Sunday in HK

67%
Q.13
Did they participate in church activities in the Philippines?
No
13%
Q. 14

Do they participate in church activities as frequently
and devotedly as you were in the Philippines?

No
38%

Q. 15

Did the aims, nature or meaning of Sunday religious
activities alter as compared with the religious activities
in the Philippines?

OYes
£ No

Q. 16
If yes, what is the possible difference?
More More communicative 0%
entertaining R More Unified 8%
17% —
O More religious
B More entertaining
[0 More communicative
More Unified
More religious
75%
Q.17
Degree of the difference
10

Number of philippine’s maid

5
2 2
0 0 1 () 1 L L
2 3 4 5

1 S
The degree of difference (5 is the highest level)
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Q. 18

Is the food they eat in holiday different from that they
eat in working day?
No
13%

<]

ay
No
Yes
87%

Q. 19

What cuisine do they usually eat in holiday?

Fast food
10%

Western food
0%

O Filipino food
B Chinese food
O Western food
@ Fast food

B Others

Chinese food
0%

Filipino food
76%

Q. 20
What kind of Filipino food do they eat in holiday?

Filipino food others  Hometown
in restaurants 0% flavor food
16% 16%

Carry-out Filipino
food from restaurants—~
5%

Common Filipino food

Self-made Philippine food
16%

47%

O Hometown flavor food

B Self-made Philippine food

0 Common Filipino food

3 Carry-out Filipino food from restaurants
@ Filipino food in restaurants

|Bothers

Q. 21
Do they eat individually or accompany
with others in holiday?
Individual
0%

O Individual !

@ Accompany
with others

Accompany with others
100%

Q. 22
Whom do they eat with?
Others
HK friends 6%

12%

Filipino friends
met in HK
58%

Old friends from
he Philippine
24%

O Filipino friends met in HK

B Old friends from he Philippine
O HK friends

3 Others

AR (2006 423 1)

FAE  FETOFBHEERD 10 FLIE (DEEH - 20 56)

RIREE

Q.1
How do they spare their holiday?
Along
0%

O Along
With others

With others
100%
Q.2
Who organize their holiday gatherings?
C}hou‘;ch Friends
R 0 .
s 60%
O Friends
Labour Union
O Church
Labour Union
10%
Q.3
The nature of the activities
For religion o[hgrs For entertainment
31 of 10% 24%
O For entertainment
B Communicate with friends
O For religion
- £ others

Communicate with friends
35%
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Q. 4
How do they miss their homeland?
18
¥ 16
L 16 mEedl
=
E 14 —
Z - =
£10 -
S -
S o6— —
3
4
£ a4l
5
N 10
0 0 0o, 0 , 0 -
1 2 3 4 5 6

Level they miss their iu)me]aund (6 is the highest level)

Q.5

How do they contact their relatives
in homeland during holidays?
Letters Via ir})lcrncl
17% %

[J By long distance call
& Letters
|OViainternet

—_—
By long distance call
77%
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Q.6
Frequency they contact their realtives per month

2or below

9 or above )
17%

O 2or below

9 or above
3--5
17% 33%

Q.7
Awarness of the news and information in HK

can't get the news
and information

0%

O awareness of the news
and information

Ed can't get the news

and information

awareness of the news
and information

100%
Q.8
Do they send money or other things to their homeland?
No
0%
OYes
No
Yes
100%
Q.9

How often would they go back to their homeland?
3 years 4 years or above
5% 0%

D.W—c;ar or below

2 years
50%
[ 4 years or above

1 year or below
45%
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Q. 10
Are they Christian?
No
0%
OYes
ENo
Yes
100%
Q. 11

Did they regularly go to ecclesiolatry on every Sunday
in the Philippines?

No
25%

OYes
@ No

Yes
75%

Q. 12

Do they maintian go to ecclesiolatry on every Sunday in HK

No

Q. 13
Did they participate in church activities in the Philippines?
No
20%
Yes
80%
Q. 14

Do they participate in church activities as frequently
and devotedly as you were in the Philippines?

No
35%

OYes
@ No
Yes

65%
Q. 15

Did the aims, nature or meaning of Sunday religious
activities alter as compared with the religious activities
in the Philippines?
No
25%

OYes
@ No
Yes
75%

Q. 16

If yes, what is the possible difference?

More communicative More Unified
7% 20%

[0 More religious

# More entertaining

0 More communicative
@ More Unified

More entertaining

More religious

7% 66%
Q. 17
) Degree of the difference
g 10 7
z O %5
=
g 3
£
[
B
©
2
E 0o, 0 1 ) .
z 1 2 3 4 5

The degree of difference (5 is the highest level)
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Q.18

Is the food they eat in holiday different from that they
eat in working day?

No
5%
Gver]
- @ No
’//ch

95%
Q. 19

What cuisine do they usually eat in holiday?
Western food ~ Fast food _-Others

5% \\/ 59, 0%
Chinese food O Filipino food

T
0% @ Chinese food
[0 Western food
@ Fast food
— ® Others

Filipino food
90%

Q.20
What kind of Filipino food do they eat in holiday?

Filipino food in restaurants others
8% 4%
Carry-out Filipino-
food from restaurants
4%

7 Hometown flavor food
12%

Common Filipino Ib(\)d « Self-made Philippine food
40% 32%

O Hometown flavor food

M Sclf-made Philippine food

J Common Filipino food

3 Carry-out Filipino food from restaurants
M Filipino food in restaurants
|E others
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Q.21

Do they eat individually or accompany
with others in holiday?
Individual
0%

O Individual
B Accompany

Accompany with others

100°%
Q. 22
Whom do they eat with?
Yy
Othe:
15;:‘\ Filipino friends

HK friends
15%

—_ metin HK
40%

Old friends from
he Philippine
30%

B Old friends from he Philippine
O HK friends
2 Others






