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Print-Club, Internet, and Traveling by Herself

——Ordinary Lives in Extraordinary Situations in Nishinomiya, 1995 (12) ——

HARADA Takashi

Abstract : This is part of a research project based on our experiences of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earth-
quake in 1995. In this paper I focused on the ordinary life of an elder woman living by herself in Nishi-
nomiya. I met her at a shelter in a Junior high school in 1995.

In September 2006, I visited her to talk about her daily life. She is seventy-nine years old now. She has
been living by herself for over twenty years. She works at a Print-Club shop, where five photo vending ma-
chines are settled. Every afternoon, young students come to take photos by themselves. Every day she cleans
the shop space, and does maintenance work for the machines once or twice a month. This is a part-time job,
but she really enjoys working and chatting with young female students. She likes traveling by herself. After
getting information using internet research, she coordinated her travel to Okinawa Island. She also likes Su-
doku and making poems.

She has been living on her own for these twenty years and it is certain that she finds some fulfillment in
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her life.
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