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Song-like Sound in the Infant’s Voice Expression

SAKAI Yasuko

Abstract : This article is a consideration of how adults understand the vocal expressions of infants. By ask-

ing a group of adults to categorize a number of samples of infant vocalization as either speech or song, an

attempt was made to establish possible criteria for differentiating between the two.

“Sound extension” and

“pitch alteration, especially a rise in pitch at the end of an utterance” were found to be the two chief charac-

teristics that appear to influence our understanding of infant vocal expression as song. However, the study

also revealed that a certain amount of perceptual variation as to where the speech/song boundary lies occurs

amongst adult listeners.
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