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How We Remember the Disaster

Ordinary Lives in Extraordinary Situations in Nishinomiya, 1995 (13) ——

HARADA Takashi

Abstract : This is a part of a research project on our experiences of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in

1995. In this paper I have forcused on the memories of the vice-principal of the junior high school where I

attended for eight months as a voluntary staff just after the earthquake.

He talked about his memories on the disaster : how he managed the evacuees on the several days after the

earthquake, how he had organized the public sheleter in the school for eight months. His most impressive

memory was about the remains brought just after the quake. He had to keep them in the school building.

He had worked as a principal at several junior high schools for eight yeas after the quake. He had to talk

about the disaster on January the 17th every year. It was difficult to talk about it to the studends who had

suffered by. He also mentioned about how we can remember a disaster for many years.
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